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How to Choose Your Wedding DJ 

Step #1: Book your venue and date (or narrow it down) 
 

The cost of DJ service (and which DJs may be available) can change depending on the date, location, and 
venue your reception will take place in. Some DJs may be unwilling to travel distances or may charge 
additional fees to pay for assistants, accommodations, and/or larger trailers to haul equipment. 

Depending on your venue, the DJ may be required to bring more than one sound system. Some venues 
may have the ceremony, cocktails, and reception spread out in different areas, therefore requiring them 
to set up sound systems in each area and possibly an assistant to run the multiple stations. 

DJs in your local area should be more familiar with the venues or a least be willing to visit the venue in 
advance so they can understand what they’ll need to accommodate your event. They’ll be able to 
estimate travel time, load-in process, location of power outlets, floor plan, etc. 

Venues that host frequent wedding receptions may even have a preferred vendors list. These will be 
vendors that they have experience working with and recommend them based on the performance of 
previous weddings they’ve done. Just be aware that sometimes if a DJ is running advertisements 
through their web sites or printed materials, then it may be a “pay to play” situation where they’re not 
being recommended solely on past performances. 

If you are planning an outdoor venue, ensure that you’ll be able to have enough power to supply the DJ 
for the sound system and lights. It’s also imperative to be familiar with noise restrictions in the area. 
Some areas may not allow loud dance parties or may only allow them until early evening hours. 

 

Step #2: Create a realistic budget, but allow room for adjustments 
 

Recommended budgets that you find online or from other resources are only recommendations. Plan 
your wedding based on what is important to you. Think about what is most important about your 
wedding and adjust the budgeted amounts in each category accordingly. 

Exercise: Completely forget about cost of services for a moment. Focus only on benefits of service. 

Using the list of vendors below, cross off the vendors and services you will not need for your wedding.  

In the first circle, create a pie chart the shows how much impact you think each vendor or service will 
have overall, from beginning of the day, to the very end, including months after the wedding. 
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In the second circle, make a pie chart based on your guest’s perspective. Which vendors and services will 
have the most impact on your guests from beginning to end and even months past the wedding. 

 

List of wedding vendors & services 

Venue 

Wedding Planner 

Caterer 

Wedding Officiant 

Photographer 

Videographer 

The Band/DJ 

The Baker (Wedding Cake) 

Hair/Makeup 

Transportation 

Flowers/Decorations 

Wedding Favors 

Wedding Dress 

Men’s Attire 

Midnight Lunch 

Jewelry 

Table Wine/Open Bar 

Photo Booth 

Master of Ceremonies 

Other Entertainment 

Invitations 

 

 

        Circle #1: Impact on Wedding     Circle #2: Guest’s POV 
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• If the food is mediocre and the entertainment is 

great…people will remember the entertainment. 

• If the decor is mediocre and the entertainment is 

great…people will remember the entertainment. 

• If the food is great, the decor is beautiful, and the 

entertainment is bad…people will remember the 

entertainment. 

 

Follow-up exercise: 

Ask your married friends about their wedding. What do they remember most about the night and why. 
Was it the flowers? The linen? The chair covers? The midnight lunch of cold meats and cheese? Or was it 
that everything flowed smoothly and people danced all night long having the time of their life? 

Understanding which services will have the biggest impact on your experience and your guest’s 
experience from the start of the day to the end of the day, should dictate how you shape your wedding 
day budget. From my experience of over 200 weddings, I can confidently say with an unbiased opinion 
the two most important services that need serious consideration are the wedding planner and the DJ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step #3: Know what you want from your DJ 

You will save yourself a lot of time, stress, and headaches if you know exactly what you want for your 
wedding entertainment. Not all couples want or expect the same level of service from all of their 
vendors. If you really just want a nightclub style DJ, then plan on going to your favorite night clubs and 
find out who those DJs are and if they are willing to do weddings, because not all DJs will work 
weddings. 

If you want a personalized, unique, and creative wedding done by a wedding professional, then perhaps 
looking in a nightclub is not the best idea. The top wedding DJs in the industry stay busy enough by only 
working weddings and maybe DJing the odd nightclub (if ever). 
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“You can have it done cheap, or you can have it done right…but rarely can you do both.” 

 

Step #3: Research multiple DJs and compare pricing vs experience/service level 

- Years of experience 
- Wedding experience 
- Nightclub experience 

- MC experience 
- Single-op or Multi-op 

- Reviews (Current? 
Applicable?) 

- Packages/services 

Five services your professional wedding DJ may or may not be providing you: 

1 – Wedding Preparation 

2 – Wedding Co-ordination 

3 – Professional Music Mixing and Entertaining 

4 – Sound Tech Specialist 

5 – MC duties (in part or in full) 

 

Professional (Stylish) Wedding DJ: 

- Talented behind the turntables. Has training and experience in music theory and DJ skills. 
- Analytical mind and excellent awareness of the dancefloor and room. 
- Confident  and kind and not overly arrogant 
- Has knowledge about his vast music library and the infinitely expanding online access of songs 

available to create that perfect vibe to fit your wedding’s style. 
- Engages everyone and does not leave anyone out. 
- Follows a timeline but can make adjustments and think on their feet to accommodate and 

insure a smooth flow. 
- Takes time to learn about the wedding couple to get familiar with their style, personality, and 

energy so they can match that with their performance during the reception 
- Takes pride in their work. Uses professional equipment that is well taken care of. Keeps well-

groomed and practices good hygiene.  

Cheesy (Tacky) Wedding DJ: 

- Don’t understand how to control a room’s attention and flow through music mixing and 
selection. Might rely on “spittin’ in the mic” to generate energy. 

- They feel like they’re the star of the show. Want to be center of attention. 
- Poor mixing skills with choppy song transitions and poor music choices. Kills the dancefloor. 
- Plays the same 50 songs you’ve heard at every wedding since 1995. 
- Hangs banners and signs saying “HIRE THIS DJ 555-0878”. 
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 “The question you ask yourself should not be - ‘Why is this guy so expensive?’ The right question you 
should ask yourself is ‘Why is the guy so cheap?’” 

  

Step #4 – Meet your DJ 

Meeting your DJ is essential in your decision process because most of what a DJ can do for you and bring 
to your wedding depends on their personality and style. There should be a certain level of chemistry 
that only you can feel and know once you’ve met your DJ. 

Do you like this person? 

Will their personality do a good job reflecting the two of you and your guests? 

Did they show up on time for the meeting? Were they prepared? 

Are they specific about the information they provide? Do they stay focused on your needs and wants? 

Do they demonstrate knowledge about weddings from their past experiences? 

Are they familiar with the wedding timelines and able to accommodate alterations on the go? 

Do they stay up to date on music trends and dances? 

Your DJ should be fully insured and run a reputable business. (Approx 50% of wedding DJs don’t have a 
registered business or carry insurance. Even less have proper training or continually seek improvements) 

A reasonable insurance policy should cover $1 million of liability. This is standard for most venues that 
require it. 

Is your DJ licensed with Connect music that allows them to legally play music at your wedding? 

Connect Music Licensing (formerly the AVLA) is a copyright collective, which administers 
licensing in Canada for owners of sound recordings and music videos.  Connect Music Licensing 
licenses the exhibition and duplication of music videos as well as the duplication of sound 
recordings. 
 
Anyone who duplicates sound recordings or music videos and/or exhibits music videos requires a 
license from Connect Music Licensing or authorization from the owner or controller of the copyright. 
The unlicensed duplication of sound recordings or music videos and/or the unlicensed exhibition of 
music videos is an infringement of copyright and may be subject to civil and/or criminal 
prosecution. 

If you operate a disc jockey service, restaurant, or retail outlet or are a fitness instructor, dancer or 
other entertainer who uses duplicated cassette tapes, mini-discs or CD-Rs, you need 
an independent/Disc Jockey license. Such a license is personal and non-transferable and does 
not allow you to duplicate recordings for anyone else.1 

                                                           
1 https://www.cpdja.ca/members/index.php?option=avla 
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Is your wedding DJ doing his job as a full-time career or as a hobbyist? 

Would you hire someone to cater your wedding that just like to cook for fun and learnt by watching 
Food Network Television, or will you hiring a professional catering company? 

More great questions to ask a wedding DJ 

1. Is the DJ available on the date you need them? 
2. Does the DJ work alone or bring an assistant? 
3. Does the DJ you are meeting with guarantee that it will be him/her that DJs your wedding? 
4. How long have they been in business? 
5. How many events/weddings have they provided music for per year? 
6. Are weddings their main events or do they play at other events or clubs? 
7. Do they have another event the same day or weekend? 
8. How much time does the DJ need to setup and take down? 
9. How long does the DJ play music? 
10. What equipment do they use? Is it professional grade? 
11. Do they have back up plan if their equipment doesn’t work when your reception starts? 
12. Do they offer other services such as video screens for a slideshow and lighting? 
13. What type of equipment does the DJ need the venue to provide? 
14. Has the DJ worked at your venue in the past? If not, will the DJ coordinate their needs with the 

venue? Will they be able to visit it prior to the wedding? 
15. How extensive is their music collection? 
16. What type of music genre do they specialize in? 
17. How do they keep their music collection current? 
18. How does the DJ help you customize your song list? 
19. Can you provide your own playlist and a “do not” playlist? 
20. Can they accommodate special song requests from guests? 
21. Does the DJ bring promotional material or advertise during his/her events? 
22. Will the DJ host the event as the MC and/or interact with your guests? 
23. How do they get your guests dancing and excited? 
24. Does the DJ take breaks? If so, what happens during this time? 
25. Can the DJ act as an emcee announcing the wedding party, bouquet toss, first dance and other 

announcements? 
26. Do they offer pricing packages? 
27. Is breakdown and set up included in the cost? 
28. What is the charge to play overtime? 
29. Does the DJ provide a contract for the event? 
30. What is the total cost and what is required for a deposit? 
31. Do they offer payment plans? 
32. What type of payment can they take – cash, check, credit card? 
33. What it their cancellation policy? 
34. Do they require you to provide a meal? 
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35. Does the DJ have insurance coverage? 
36. Can the DJ provide references? 
37. How far in advance do you need to book the DJ? 
38. When does the DJ need your final payment? 
39. Can the DJ run the timeline and co-ordinate everything without a wedding planner/coordinator? 
40. Does the DJ know how to beat match? 
41. How long do you let each song play? 
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“Cheap entertainment can be very expensive. What is your wedding night worth to you & your guests?” 

 
Step #5: Book your DJ 
 
Ensure that when you sign a contract with a DJ that you cover these specifics: 
 

- Clear statement of services being provided 
- Contact information for both parties involved 
- List of gear being provided 
- Hours of playtime (Start and finish) 
- Overtime rate 
- Deposit/payment policy 
- Refund/cancellation policy 
- Requirements for a performance (power, table, shade, vendor, meal, etc…) 
- Any reasons a DJ may reserve the right to stop a performance (Weather, etc…) 

 
Step #6: Discuss and finalize the timeline prior to the wedding 
 
If the DJ doesn’t care to be involved and just plans to show up the day of the event, be prepared to be 
tapped on the shoulder for everything. 
 
Having a DJ that already knows the plan on how the wedding will run, will ensure better flow and less 
chances of surprises from popping up.  
 
Let the DJ know the layout of the room, size of the dance floor, location of his setup, the bar, and the 
photo booth, etc… 
 
Take time to have conversations with your DJ during the planning process because they may have a 
wealth of knowledge from experience about what works and why it works. Great DJs love helping the 
couples plan because it makes their job so much easier on the wedding day! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You are not just paying for four hours of music to be played. You are paying for the knowledge, skill, 
and experience that comes from DJing hundreds of weddings over multiple years of experience. 
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Statistics to consider (2015) 
 

- 72% of all brides said that they should have spent more time choosing their reception 
entertainment 

- Almost 100% said it would have been worth it to spend more of their budget on the reception 
entertainment 

- During wedding planning, brides say their highest priority is attire (wedding dress), followed by 
the reception site and caterer 

- Within one week after their wedding 78% of couples admit they should have made choosing 
entertainment a much higher priority 

- When asked, 81% of guests say one of the things that stands out most at a wedding is the 
entertainment 

- 65% of all couples that chose a band said if they could do it over, they would have chosen a disc 
jockey, or at least integrated the two together 

- 87% of engaged couples read reviews while searching for their wedding vendors 
 
The most important features couples look for while reading a DJ’s reviews are: (in order) 

- Responsiveness 
- Consistency 
- Professionalism 
- Quality of work 
- Overall satisfaction 
- Timeliness 

 
However, according to the 2014-2015 Newlywed Survey, here is the list of the most important things 
couples look at when deciding who to contact: (in order) 

- Pricing 
- Reviews 
- Location 
- Availability 
- Photos 
- Responsiveness 
- Personality 

 
This means that when reading reviews, people are focused on the correct attributes that make up an 
amazing wedding DJ, but when deciding who to contact, pricing takes priority. 
 
If you are searching for an excellent DJ (the one that’s right for you), you will immediately limit your 
ability to find him/her based on your budget. If you’ve budgeted incorrectly, then you are setting 
yourself up for failure. 
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Disk Jockey Rates 
 

Varies on numerous items such as: 

- Talent 
- Experience 
- Service provided 
- Coordination 
- Equipment needed 
- Distance traveled 
- Date 
- Length of event 
- Music knowledge 
- MC skills 
- Mixing skills 
- Demand 
- Time invested to each event 

Rates range from $500 to $5,000, with the average rate of $1,200 for a four-hour booking. 

The best prices are not always the best deal if you are unhappy with the results. 

The average cost of a wedding in Saskatchewan (in 2014) is $22,429, without the honeymoon. For a 
professional wedding DJ that costs $2,200, a 10% investment of the total wedding budget on the 
entertainment that is 80% responsible for the success of your wedding reception, makes for a sound 
investment and a valuable piece of mind. 

 

 

 

 

 

Disclaimer 

The author does not assume responsibility to any person(s), place or thing for any loss, accident, unexpected outcome, or 
negative experience by following the advice in this document. 

No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, mechanical, or electronic, including 
photocopying and recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without the permission in writing from the 
publisher. Copyright 2015 Richy Roy by Prestige Book Publishing 
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